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25 June 1958

Major William J. Best, ATIC -

25X9A8
A +~ Robert Collins ICD, State

25X1 A9a
' 25X1 AQa
25X1 A9a

25X1A9a :

_ 25X1A%9a ,
‘ . _ circulated a dra.ft paper tlining the views
- of the Working Group with respect to the export of Baker-Kunn : -
weyioe ‘satellite tracking cameres to the Soviet Union.  He pointed out that
;7 -the situation with respect to the suggested sale of these cameras .
" had’ becoms . .complicated. Apparently the Departnent of Comerce
- Advisory COulnittee on Export Policy had been_unable. to reach a-
decision with respect to an export license. . o
; ’%mitt@e for the IGY had proposed tba.t,:_ , . )
and ‘set up ‘there for the CSAGT meeting’ after ch it would 'be given
“to ‘the Soviets as a gift. The views of: the Working Groqp should =
- therefore, encompass the possibilities of both: :sale or gift of the
..o cameras to the Soviets. After discussion, the wOrking Croup agreed
on the follcving statement of its views i

a. Information which has been made avo.ilable to the
' Working Group indicates that the Baker-Munn | satellits u'acking il
camera has excellent performance although 1t is not certain R
that this performance is superfor to similar camerag vhich : :
the Soviets might have since Soviet optical capabilit:les are -
such that they could design an instrument with ‘compareable
characteristics. The design details of the Baker-Munn camera
are availsble in the unclassified literature and the only aspect
of the camera which might be considered unique is the method
used in grinding and polishing the optica.l glau which is a :
proprietary secret. %
o
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b. The Working Grouwp concludes that there would be
relatively little intelligence or technical gain to the
Soviets if the Baker-Nunn camera were to be mede available TUTRE
to them. On the other hand, the Working Group feels strongly = -
that the camera should not be made available to the Soviets .
elther by sale or gift without every effort being made to
S utilize the transaction as a means of obtaining data end . o0
et - informetion useful to the US. This might be accomplished
A -~ through several possible methods of which the following are »

examples: 1) the Baker-Munn camera might be exchanged - for, S
8 similar Soviet instrument; 2) the Baker-Nunn camera might . .
~ be made available to the Soviets on condition that a qualified

This technician might thereby have an opportunity of collectd;
useful intelligence data; 3) the camera might be made availabl
to the Soviets on condition that pictures taken by it would be
- made available to the U.S.; &) making the camera aveilable to .
the Boviets might provide an occasion for proposing to the .
Soviets a joint program for the reduction of the data obtained

by optical means in botkr the US and USSR.

c. It is suggested that the forthcoming CSAGI neeting
may provide an opportunity to explore the above or other - .
possible methods by which the US might obtain useful data in .
return for making one or more camerss available to the Soviets.
. In any case, no camera should be permitted to come into the -
possession of the Soviets until all possibilities for obtaining
- 256X1A9a data or equipment useful to the US have been explored.

2. I rointed out that instances hed arisen in which
Latin Americmobservatories had been requested by the Soviets to
report thelr observations of the Soviet Sputniks. This effort on
the part of the Soviets to obtain data from Latin American observatories
might be & reflection of the inadequate coverage of Sputniks in the
Southern Hemisphere. Opportunities might arise in which US guidance
could be given to these Latin American observatories in replying to
the Boviet requests. It might be possible on these occasions to make
the supplying of data to the Soviets contingent upon receipt of

. Soviet data which might be of interest to the U.8. The Working Grouwp
folt that it would be useful vhenever possible to urge lLatin American
observatories who receive such requests from the USSR to moke any
compliance with the request contingent upon the Soviets furnishing
useful raw data. '

25X1A9a
3. I directed attention to the limited time remaining
for preparing and serving requirements upon members of the US
delegation to the CSAGI meeting. He also pointed out the fact that
menbers of the delegation would be visiting institutions within the
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